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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LIFE AND CHARAC- 
TER OF JESUS CHRIST. 


PIETY OF OUR SAVIOUR. 
(Continued from page 68.) 


OUR Lord was an example of profound submission to the will of 
God, throughout a series of most heavy trials. ‘ Not as I will,” 
said he, “but as thou wilt,” addressing his Father on the approach 
of his last sufferings. (1.) In this instance, the Saviour appears 
to have had a will or a desire different from the will of God. To 
show the consistency of this frame of mind with a resigned temper, 
we must observe, that our Lord was made like unto us in all things, 
sin excepted; and that, upon this and other occasions, he experi- 
enced in himself what we also frequently find within us, two con- 
trary wills, or to speak more accurately, a strife between inclina- 
tion and reason, in which cases, though reason gets the better of in- 
clination, we may be said to do a thing willingly, though with an 
unwilling mind. Thus a good man, placed in such circumstances 
that he must undergo great hardships, or act against his duty, is 
desirous, as he is a man, not to suffer pain, for human nature shuns 
and dislikes it; but he is more desirous of doing his duty; and 
Vor. I. 6 
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when he is resolved to choose what is right, and for the sake of it, 
to submit to what offends and crosses his natural inclinations, he 
may say with our Lord, “Not my will, but the will of God be 
done.” 

We will consider in several instances how our Lord exercised 
the virtue of resignation here on earth. Christ pleased not him- 
self, says Paul; he did not consult his ease, security, and indul- 
gence, nor for the sake of them neglect any part of his office. He 
came, as he tells us, not to do his own will, but the will of his Fa- 
ther. By the wise appointment of God, he was, through the 
course of his life and ministry, placed under a variety of heavy 
trials; subjected to many inconveniencies from which men desire to 
‘be free, and deprived of many good things, which they desire te 
possess, that so he might practise in its full extent, the duty of ac- 
quiescence in the divine will. 

Let us take a view of some of the many evils, and the manner 
in which he endured them. 

We all desire to enjoy the conveniencies of life, and to be above 
dependence. They who do not aspire after great riches, are start- 
ed at the thought of extreme poverty. To such poverty our Sa 
viour submitted. He was born and educated in a family, which, 
however noble in descent, was low in circumstances; he had ne 
house of h’s own, where he could lay his head; nor money with 
which to pay a small tribute, and he was glad to be assisted from 
the substance of the liberal. 

The purposes of his mission required that, “while rich, for our 
sakes he should become poor, that we through his poverty might 
be rich.” Yet, though-in the history of our Lord, we find many 
proofs and instances of his poverty, we do not find that he ever 
uttered any complaints of this circumstance, or expressed a dislike 
of such a state. On the contrary, he speaks favourably of the con- 
dition of the poor; recommends it to those, whose lot it is, as a state 
exposed to fewer temptations and dangers than that of the prosper- 
ous, and which patiently undergone, shall turn to their advantage in 
the next life. 

We would avoid hard and fatiguing labour, even when we are 

, willing to be active. Hunger and thirst, when long endured, are, 
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enemies to our nature. The wants of our Saviour’s life during his 
ministry, represent it as a life of fatigue and hardship. He was 
constantly taking journies on foot, discoursing whole days to the 
people, and often at night, when others were at rest, retiring to bleak 
mountains and deserts, to spend those hours in meditation and prayer, 
and the next day renewing his accustomed toils. Our Lord often 
suffered hunger and thirst; oftener, in all probability, than the evan- 
gelists have mentioned; as he’ was frequently busy, and sometimes 
in places where no refreshment was to be had; nor do we read that 
he ever wrought a miracle to feed himself. These things Jesus un- 
derwent, not only without any impatience and repining, but willing- 
ly and readily ; never, out of regard to his ease, refusing to go 
where he was requested, and could do good ; never, to avoid the 
inconvenience of company, or to consult his repose, dismissing and 
disappointing the multitude, who gathered to hear the word God. 
If the disciples showed any dislike when the people pressed into 
his presence, he rebuked them for their forward and impatient be- 
haviour. 
(To be Concluded in our next.) 


ee iS 
ON THE RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH. 
(Continued from page 72.) 


2. Ir hence becomes a question of interesting moment to all, 
In what manner is the Sabbath to be sanctified ? 

In answer to this question, we shall not contend for that rigorous 
and absolute rest, which was imposed upon the children of Israel in 
the wilderness, where they were forbidden even to “kindle a fire in 
their habitations.” To this they themselves appear to have been 
no longer subject, than whilst they were fed with manna from hea- 
ven. It will be readily conceded, for so tle gospel teaches, that 
they were under a yoke of bondage, from which Christians are hap- 
pily exempt. Ourblessed Master, as in other respects, so in regard 
to the Sabbath, has taught us, both by word and deed, the extent of 
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that “liberty wherewith he hath made us free.” It is lawiul to do 
good on the Sabbath-day.” Acts of necessary beneficence to our- 
selves, to our fellow-beings, and even to the brute creation, may and 
ought to be performed. This is evident from the case, with which 
our text is connected, and from numerous other passages of evange- 
lical history. It is, nevertheless, the indisputable pleasure of our 
Head and King, that, excepting these special exigencies, the common 
employments of life should be entirely suspended. Such is the lan- 
guage of his invariable practice. Never did he interrupt the rest 
of the Sabbath, but by deeds of mercy and compassion, the imme- 
diate performance of which was apparently expedient and proper. 
No kind of labour, therefore, if we are to “follow his steps,” is to 
be undertaken or: accomplished on this day, which present necessity 
does not require; and to defer till then, what might and ought to be 
atchieved during the week, is to “rob God” of the time and service 
which he challenges to himself. 

The benefits of this sacred rest are graciously extended to the 
beasts of the field: It is consequently an additional infringement of 
its sanctity to commence and prosecute needless journies, either of 
business or pleasure. Is this an unseasonable remark? Are there 
none, in our times, who, because the law of the land prohibits their 
ordinary pursuits, as if no no higher duties were incumbent upon 
them, employ the Sabbath in making excursive visits; not always 
as a mere pastime, but, in many cases, for the sake of transacting 
worldly concerns ? What mean the “rumbling of wheels,” and the 
“ trampling of horses,” which so often disturb our public solemnities ? 
Do they not, in a voice like thunder, proclaim the licentiousness 
of the age in which we live? Do they not disclose the reason, why 
so “few come to the feasts of Zion?” 

Every species of dissipation on the Sabbath, is unfriendly to the 
temporal as well as to the spiritual interests of mankind. Those, 
who, not content with the rest which reason and religion prescribe, 
must be surrounded by heedless companions, and fare more sump- 
tuously than at other times, not unfrequently fall by swift degrees, 
into intemperance and excesses; contract an invincible aversion to 
industrious occupation during the rest of the week ; become habitu- — 
ally profligate, and unpriocipled in their manners; and beguile 
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themselves at once of the possession and prospect of all rational 
enjoyment. I doubt not but many, perhaps most of those licen- 
tious, useless. mortals, who have learnt to “glory in their shame,” 
and dare to deride every thing serious and sacred, can trace their 
degradation and wretchedness to this fruitful source of mischief. 
Nor let it be imagined that any one class of society is exclusively 
exposed to this danger. Generally speaking, every person, who 
wantonly violates the Sabbath, may, from that moment, date his de- 
cline in virtue and reputation, if not in fortune. Should he escape 
the grosser enormities of vice, it must be the effect, not of principle, 
but of education. This is a righteous retribution of Divine Pro- 
vidence: For as the day was designed, as well to promote our bo- 
dily comfort, as to aid our progress in piety and good morals, its 
profanation naturally and justly tends to the destruction of both. 
Avoid, therefore, and discountenance this growing evil. Accustom 
yourselves to a state of readivess for the return of holy time; and 
free as possible from the distractions of the world, devote the day 
to God. Remember, that abstinence from labour and diversion is 
required, not only to recruit your strength and spirits for subse- 
quent exertion ; but to give you opportunity to commune with your 
own hearts, and raise your unincumbered affections and desires 
from earth to heaven. Waste not the morning in idle slumbers; 
but hail its approach with pious alacrity, and improve its hours in 
those personal and domestic offices of devotion, and in that serious 
attention to the works and word of God, which shall prepare you 
in due time for an acceptable appearance before him, with the con- 
gregation of his people. For we are to recollect, 

3. That public, no less than private exercises of religion, are 
comprised in the acceptable observance of the Sabbath. 

Man is a social being. Each individual of the species is inti- 
mately connected with surrounding brethren; subject to similar 
wants, and favoured with similar mercies. This bond of union 
proves the propriety of joint acknowledgments and supplications to 
the common Father of all. Pursuant to this dictate of reason, 
“Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary,” are 
the combined injunctions of inspiration. The one is exhibited as 
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the obvious result of the other; and so, indeed, it is; for they are 
naturally asseciated together in every mind, acquainted with the 
Gospel of Christ. Such has been the prevailing sentiment of 
Christians in all ages of the church. “By this means it comes to 
pass that many millions of people in almost every region of the earth, 
are at the same time engaged in prostrating themselves before the 
throne of grace, ,and offering up their sacrifice of prayer, praise, 
and thanksgiving to the common Lord of all, in whom they live, 
and move, and have their being. 
(To be Concluded in our next.) 


nee: Se 


, Answer to a Query in No. 5. Whether “we must ascend into heaven 


to bring Christ down, or look for him in our own hearts ?” 


Must we ascend into heaven to bring Christ down ? 

How can a sinner ascend up to heaven, to bring Christ down? 
That he cannot requires but little illustration; and we will try the 
proposition practically. Let any man strive by the natural or phy- 
sical powers he possesses, to go to heaven for the purpose: He will 
find himself immediately, as a prisoner in fetters having no strength ; 
therefore the expression is merely figurative, and tends to prove to 
demonstration our weakness. 

Tn our salvation God displays his condescension, in stooping so low 
to relieve us ; this condescension was wonderfully exhibited to us, in 
the coming of Christ in the flesh, in which he brought in an everlast- 
ing righteousness, (by us to be apprehended by faith,) and hath ascend- 
ed to God the Father, to mediate in our behalf. 

Now spiritual benefits must be applied by a direct and supernatu- 
ral agency of the Holy Ghost to our hearts, or we shall live and die 
io our sins and transgressions. 

The means made use of by God are, generally, the word and or- 
dinances of his own appointment, for our recovery and redemption 
from ignorance and misery, 

Amongst these benefits, so applied, are the foretastes of celestial 
happiness, which, it is certain, some possess here in this life. It is 
the Spirit of God which tclls a man “he is immortal; death, which 
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seems to terminate, only changes his existence ; that his body also 
shall participate of eternal life, the dust shall be reanimated, and its 
scattered particles collected in a glorious form.” Or, why are some 
impatient to terminate this life, and filled with joy when they calcu- 
late themselves another day nearer eternity, saying, I shall be satis- 
fied when I awake in thy likeness. This is no enthusiasm. 

Are we to look for Christ in our hearts? 

We cannot look for Christ in our hearts, until after eonversion to 
faith in Christianity, and then he is formed there the hope of glory ; 
that is, we feel deeply sensible that he is all and in all to us, the pro- 
curing cause of all our happiness, and the enjoyment of his presence 
the ultimate object of our pursuit. We cannot, I say, look for Christ 
in our hearts naturally, as we are totally depraved, according to the 
prophet Isaiah, (ch. i.) who says, “ From the crown of the head to 
the goles of our feet, we are unsound ;” and if we are not naturally 
in a lost and helpless condition or state, the title of Saviour, apply- 
ing to Christ as Redeemer, is certainly improper and absurd, which 
no man of enlightened understanding will admit. 

How ought we to walk in the way (of salvation ?) 

Jesus being the great Shepherd of his flock, and providing rich and 
green pastures, believers are to attend the ordinances—associate with 
pious companions—be much engaged in prayer, and often read the 
scriptures. ‘They are to watch against temptations—shun the ap- 
pearance of evil—look unto Jesus—der‘ve from his fulness, (for the 
fountain is open,)—be thankful for mercies—zealous in the service 
of Christ—must plead for wisdom—become established in the truth. 

They must seek, at the throne, for direction in all the paths of 
duty, and learn what it is to be accepted in “ the beloved.” Soshall — 
they die happy, and be for ever with the Lord. A. 


at 3 
A SERIOUS THOUGHT FOR SINNERS, 
I know that I must die: but what preparation have I made for 


it? O! my soul, what evidence hast thou for heaven? I must die; 
but am I now dead to sin? I must appear before God in judgment; 
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but what account can I give of my life! Those who are pardoned 
through faith in Christ, and sanctified through the Holy Ghost, will 
be eternally happy ; but is this my case? Am I pardoned? Have 
I repented? Have I forsaken sin, and do I delight in God, and in 
his service; and carefully shun all evil company, and evil words 
and actions? Lord, have mercy upon me; make me holy, and fit © 
me for thy presence. 


Extract from the Journal of the stated Preacher to the’ Hospital and 
Almshouse, in the City of New-York.* 


LORD’S DAY, MAY 19. 


“‘ Thus must foul earth be purified by fire ! 
** Her guilty hosts in burning seas expire! 
* Thus must her dust which drank her Maker’s blood, 
** Be wash’d away beneath a flaming flood.” 
B. Francis. 


Who can behold a city in flames, and not think of that day in 
which the earth shall burn like an oven; in which all things in it 
shall be consumed? While on my way to the almshouse, on the 
morning of this holy day, the cry of fire resounded from a thousand 
tongues. The wind was unusually boisterous for a clear day, and 
the buildings in the vicinity of the fire were of wood. In a few 
moments many houses were enveloped in the genera! conflagration, 
and before one o’clock, more than one hundred tenements were re- 
duced to ashes. Most of these were inhabited by two or three poor 
families. The whole scene was dreadful. Mothers were running 
in every direction in pursuit of their lost children, and husbands, in 
consternation, were seeking for their wives. Many of the public 
buildings took fire, and for some time half of the city seemed to wait 





* It is understood that the whole of this Journal will be published in a 
duodecimo volume, by the middle of August. 
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a fiery doom. In the midst of this distress I entered the almshouse. 
In the blind ward one of my pious hearers, blind P—, was in a fit, 
and her room-mates were crying aloud for her, and for themselves. 
They knew that the fire was near, and thought that no one would 
. take the trouble to lead them oui, even should the house over their 
heads be in flames. ‘Tobe blind, and to be near the raging element, 
must be alarming indeed! Oh! that they would consider this, who 
are blind, while they stand on the brink of hell! At the sound of 
my voice in the room, many exclaimed “our friend has come,” who 
felt for me, and hung around the skirts of my garment, praying that 
I would lead them out, until I repeatedly assured them that they 
were in no immediate danger. During the violence of the conflagra- 
tion I visited several wards, and attempted to make use of the scene 
by reminding the paupers of that day, in which the heavens, being 
rolled together as a scroll, shall pass away, and the material uni- 
verse shall melt with fervent heat. Before twelve o’clock they were 
sufficiently composed to attend to a discourse which exhibited the 
transitory nature of temporal good, and the necessity of seeking du- 
rable riches and righteousness. 

Ten persons were confined to their beds in the room in the hos- 
pital, which was this afternoon visited by the word of the Lord; 
and one of them, who seemed unusually tender upon religious sub- 
jects, told me in conversation, that many had been the troubles of 
his life, “ but they are not worthy te be named, for I’ve deserved 
them all, and I think that they have been for my good.” He was 
born in England, bred a brewer, and for some time past had been a 
journeyman at his trade in this city. On the first of May, a time 
when half of the poor remove from one shed to another, he was left 
houseless for the night. The room which he had occupied had been 
let to another, who could pay a higher rent. He could not, on that 
day, procure another tenement, and the new occupant, according to 
the custom of this good city, cast the furniture of 'T. T— into the 
street. To preserve his goods during the night, the brewer seated him- 
self on a stoop beside them. When all was silence, but the hourly 
rap of the watchman on the pavement, he fell asleep. A young 
rogue passed that way, and undertook to search the sleeper’s pockets, 

in which he found some money; but could not make good his re- 











90 EXTRACT, &c. 


_ 


treat without arousing his plundered neighbour. The brewer gave 
him chase and followed him into a cellar. This is the last that he 
remembers of the events of the night; but in the morning he was — 
found alone with a bruised head and a broken leg. “It is all well, 
however,” said he, concluding his tale with a sigh, “ for the suffer- 
ings of the present state are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us.” 

On the latter part of last week, the writer had the pleasure of 
finding two poor women in the suburbs, who are now rejoicing in 
the “ Just God and Saviour,” but who had never listened to the 
glad sound of the gospel, before they heard one of his discourses in 
a school-room. At that time he preached under the patronage of 
the “ Friendly Union Society,” and these females turned in, as they 
informed him, from idle curiosity ; but, by the good will of God, 
their attention was arrested. It was the first discourse which they 
had heard for many months. They were not in the habit of attend- 
ing public worship in any place, but have since given abundant evi- 
dence that they love all the ordinances of Christ’s kingdom. 

At the solicitation of these children in the faith, accompanied by 
the request of several poor families, he sought, on Friday last, some 
convenient place to open a weekly lecture. Having fixed his eye 
upon a school-house which he deemed suitable to his purpose, he 
drew near to it. and half consented to retire, from the reflection that 
he could not afford to hire it. The lecture was to be free for the 
poor; and since contributions were not to be taken up, who will fur- 
nish lights and prepare for our reception? He had opened the gate 
before he had answered this question, and would have drawn back 
to make some previous arrangement, had not the master present- 
ed himself, like one who should say, “ pray, sir, what is your busi- 
ness ?”- To save him the trouble of asking such a question, the wri- 
ter told him what was wanted. “TI presume,” said the master, “that 
you are of the Episcopal Church.” “ No, sir; but I wish grace, 
mercy, and peace, to all of every denomination, who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” He asked the question, it afterwards appeared, be- 
cause he and the owner of the property were of the number of those 
lately proscribed beings, praying churchmen. He gave encourage- 
ment, and directed the preacher to the owner, a pleasant, pious man, 
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who made the poor welcome to the use of the room, and said his son 
should be sexton, if the applicant would find candles, 

On his way to this room this evening, he passed along the still 
smoking ruins. A little beyond them he overtook a woman of co- 
Jour, whe appeared to have been brought from Guinea about eighty 
years ago. Under one arm she carried five large brands, which had 
been quenched by the engines, and under the other a quarto bible, 
which had lost one of its covers, and which like herself appeared 
much the worse, and in other respects, much the better, for wear. 

“ Poor woman,” said he, “ have you been burned out teo ?” 

“ Yes, massa, but blesset be God, I’m alive.” 

* You are very old to be turned out of house and home.” 

“ T well stricken in years, but God does it; and in dis -world ’tis 
one’s turn to-day, and anudder’s to-morrow.” 

“ Have you saved nothing but your bible ?” 

* Nothing but one trunk o’ tings: but dis blesset teh -4 is wort 
more dan all de rest. It make me feel better dan all de rest. So 
long as I keep dis, I content.” 

With all the animation of Uncle Toby, when he said of the sick 
soldier, “he sha’n’t die;” but without his oath, which made the ac- 
cusing spirit blush as he gave it in, and shed a tear “to blot it out 
for ever,” the stranger said, putting his hand into his pocket, “you 
sha’n’t be houseless.” She replied, “ O a sister in the church has 
promised to take me in.” Some good thing can come out ‘of the 
Methodist church of coloured people. The old saint was carrying 
her sticks to her sister’s house, to cook necessary food, and her bible 
to comfort her heart. She received a pittance, and in return gave 
the stranger of such things as she had;, a blessing in the name of 
God. It was of more value than the praises of many mighty. Per- 
haps it rested on him, for when he arrived at the place of worship, 
God gave him affections flowing like grateful streams. -His own 
heart was refreshed. The room was crowded; and many who 
would, were unable to enter.* . 





* I have since had the pleasure to learn, that the discourse which was 
then delivered was not without fruit in the hearts of others. 
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THE SPIRITUAL BAROMETER. 


OR, A SCALE OF THE PROGRESS OF SIN AND GRACE. 


Guory. 
Dismission from the body. 


Desiring to depart, to be with Christ. 
Patience in tribulation. 
Glorying in the crose. 


Ardent love to the souls of men. 
Following hard after God. 
Deadness to the world by the cross of Christ. 


Love of God shed abroad in the heart. 
Frequent approach to the Lord’s table. 
Meetings for prayer and experience. 


Delight in the people of God. 
Looking to Jesus. 


Love of God’s house and word. 


Vain company wholly dropped. 
Daily perusal of the Bible with prayer. 


Evangelical light. 
Retirement for prayer and meditation. 
Concern for the soul. Alarm. 


Indifference. 
— Family worship only on Sunday evenings. 
— Private prayer frequently omitted. 
Family religion wholly declined. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. $5 


Levity in conversation. Fashions, however expensive 
or indecent, adopted. 


Luxurious entertainments. 
Free association with carnal company. 


- 


The Theatre, Vauxhall, Circus, &c. 
Frequent parties of pleasure. House of God forsaken. 
Much wine, spirits, &c. 


Love of novels, &c. 
Scepticism. Private prayer totally declined. 
Deistical company prized. 


Parties of pleasure on the Lord’s day. 
Masquerades; Drunkenness; Adultery. 
Profaneness, lewd songs. 


Infidelity ; jesting at religion, 
Sitting down in the chair of the scorner. 


Death. 
PERDITION. 
N. B. The reader must peruse this from the middle upwards or 
downwards. 
— 3: 
From a Roman Catholic Priest in Bavaria to one of the Secretaries 
of the Bible Society in London, dated March 20th, 1811. 

“ Your love to Christ, and your impartial and comprehensive 
love to all Christians who sincerely profess our Lord Jesus, are 
known to me and many in Germany; I therefore embrace this op- 
portunity of saluting you, (though the least of your brethren,) and 
of thanking you for the lively interest you-have taken in our Ra- 
tisbon Bible Institution; Our New Testament goes off rapidly; in- 
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deed, there still exists a hunger after the heavenly manna, and the 
Lord has promised to satisfy this hunger; the scripture is also a 
bond of union in Christ; for who hath the words of eterual life but 
Christ alone? To whom else, therefore, shall we go? . Whether 
the translation of the bible be m Latin, German, or English, is im- 
material; the great point is, whether we become better; that is, new 
creatures in Christ, through faith in him who worketh by love: this 
is not effected by the Greek, Latin, German, or English letter, but 
by the Spirtt of God, which we receive freely by faith, that we may 
work the works of grace and love. Surely the hand of the Lord is 
not shortened, in those times of general fermentation, when all is 
shaking, and the vessels of Christ’s church appears sinking; he arises 
with power, cheers his frightened disciples, and commands the winds 
and waves to be still. Let us show a noble courage ; confiding in 
Christ, we may risk every thing. 

With us matters seem to proceed to such lengths that we must ex. 
pect persecution for our faith’s sake; but God will give usall need- 
ful grace. We encourage each other in faith, prayer, patience, con- 
fidence; assist us with your prayers. We have to fight the same 
fight of faith, and have one and the same Lord, even our Lord Je- 
sus Christ; united to hi:n we are united to eachother; neither con- 
tinents nor seas, various forms of government, nor different outward 
confession of religion can separate us; all these things pass away, 
but love abideth; help us therefore to pray, to believe, to-suffer, to 
love, and all will go well; for it is a faithful saying, that “all things 
work together for good to thern that love God.” ‘With these senti- 
ments, which I trust you will receive kindly, I express to you my 
joy and participation in the success of your bible works. May God 
- give you his Holy Spirit, by whom alone the dead letter can be 
quickened. (Signed.) 

Roman Catholic Priest in Bavaria. 
—at 3 
ORIGINAL POETRY. 
TO THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


Go, little book, without delay, 
Direct the careless in the way 
That leads to joys above : 





ORIGINAL POETRY. 


Spread far and wide the Saviour’s name ; 
The freeness of his grace proclaim, 
And sweetness of his love. 


While hell with all its legions roar’d, 

Tell how his blood he freely pour’d, 
To save poor ruin’d man: 

Point sinners to his bleeding wounds ; 

Say how his love exceeds all bounds 
That mortal eyes can sean. 


Go little book, and do not shun 

T’ invite the wretched and undone 
To Christ the sinner’s friend : 

His fulness from his greatness show, 

Let publicans and harlots know 
How wide his arms extend. 


To such as long his love to see, 
Hold forth salvation full and free; 
For them it is design’d. 
Say to the fearful, haste away— 
Now is the welcome gospel day, 
Seek now, and you shall find....Putios. 


a 


OBITUARY. 


' Diep, On Thursday, the 16th inst. Mr. John King, aged 22 
years, 11 months, and 22 days. 

The hour of death should be an honest hour. On the verge of 
eternity, what should influence us to be untrue in our testimony ? 
If we know religion to be a source of strong consolation and joy to 
us, why hesitate to declare so? 

The deceased knew these consolations, and testified of their value. 
His Creator laid him early in life on the bed of languishing pain 
and affliction; but it was to teach him the vanity of sublunary 
things. Here it was that he learnt lessons of humility, and was led 
to behold his Redeemer in the person of Jesus, the “man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief,” that he might experience a fellowship in 
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his sufferings, and taste with a sweeter zest the joy of consummate de- 
liverance. 

When faith presents the Saviour’s death, 

And whispers “this is thine ;” 

Sweetly our dying hours advance, 

Sweetly our days decline. 

Vain promises of a deluding world, can ye inspire the heart with 
such comfort. ‘The followers of the Lamb are triumphant even in 
death, they quit the field, not captives, but conquerors, crowned with 
immortality. 

Ye young who read-=this providence speaks to you: let-con- 
science listen; ye too must die. And would a faithful answer re- 
ply, Death, I am ready? Ye aged, to you it demonstrates the So- 
vereiguty of God. The young men are carried to the grave, and 
your eyes see it: yet must you too, though for a while spared, take 
up your abode in the tomb, and pass through this Jordan. Im- 
pressive is the warning so faithfully given, “Watch, for ye know 
not the hour, &c.” And thou, Oh listless sinner : obey the lesson 
it teaches thee, and seek for wisdom. "Ye shall be made to hear, 
and if the Angel of mercy is spurned, a more inflexible messenger 
shall loose the silver cord, and break the golden pitcher. “ Fly 
from the wrath to come.” 

And ye who meurn, whilst the tear of affection is shed over the 
loss of the departed: “sorrow not as they who have no hope.” 
Soon will the period arrive, when in one circle, we shall all join in 
an enduring friendship, disturbed not by separation. 

Dixp, on his passage from Rio de Janeiro to St. Helena, on the 4th 
of March last, in the 25th year of his age, Mr. Thomas Fleet, late of 
this city. 

On the 22d inst. after a long and painful sickness, which she bore 
with Christian fortitude, Mrs. Hannah Dodge, wife of Stephen Dodge. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The conimunication from * Vinedresser,” shall be speedily published. 
A backhanded writer has furnished something, which is too incorrectly 
written to be of any service to the public: 
Anonymous contributors to this work are respectfully informed, that the 
editor claims the right of making such corrections as he deems expedient, 
in essays which he may choose to insert. 








